The Bloody Asstxe
the very end, which is more than can be said for his leaders.
The story that he pleaded his treachery to Jeffreys in
favorem vitce I cannot find confirmed. Indeed, I am not
dear that Captain Hucker ever came before Jeffreys or
was executed. There was a John Hucker executed on
September 3oth, 1628, and in a letter written to a friend
the same day he says, " I also lie under a reproach of being
unfaithful to an interest that I owned which I utterly deny
and disown." But this can hardly refer to his being a
traitor, and this Hucker seems from his letter to have been
more interested in elections and politics than battles, and
says nothing about his exploits in the field.
Lord Feversham was in bed at Zoyland, and being roused
dressed himself carefully. We may picture him with a
candle trying to " set his cravat string at a little paltry
looking-glass in one of the cottages " whilst the shouts of
the dragoons roused the village. At least, so says Oldmixon,
who was a lad in Bridgwater when these things happened
and heard all the gossip of the day.
The battle started at some time between one and two
of the morning of Monday, July 6th. One of the Duke's
officers named Jones made an effort, with a few men, to cross
the ford that Lord Grey had missed. Sir Francis Compton
was defending this, and though wounded put up a good
fight and drove the enemy away.
Grey's party of horse is said to have run into some of
their friends in the dark and driven some of their own
regiments back towards Langmoor Stone. But even a
skilled soldier like Lord Wolseley is hard put to it to piece
together the confused narratives of survivors and the official
reports of the successful general and his officers. Indeed,
in the history of battles it is often difficult to say which of
these two sources of information is the most misleading.
For though war may be a science it is not an exact science.
Once a battle begins no one can really say what happens
until, at the end of it, one or other of the combatants runs
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